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Silestone® by Cosentino® and Counter Intelligence Provide Countertops for the Tripp Family Home in Maryland and The Fishing School in Washington, DC Featured on Extreme Makeover: Home Edition Season 7


HOUSTON and Wash. (February 14, 2010) Cosentino, the maker of Silestone natural quartz, joined with Extreme Makeover: Home Edition to provide countertop surfaces, fabrication and installation with hands-on involvement from Counter Intelligence at the Tripp family and The Fishing School build sites.  The Tripp family and The Fishing School share the same mission, and Extreme Makeover: Home Edition has brought them together through this massive build project.

Cosentino donated Yellow Nile in the Main House Kitchen, Amarillo Sand in the Master Bathroom and Laundry/Mudroom for the Tripp family home.  The Fishing School received Orange Cool in the Basement Kitchen and Unsui in the Second Floor Eat-in Kitchen.  See http://www.silestoneusa.com/colors/colors.cfm?ColorID=26 for samples of these colors. Photographs of the finished rooms can be viewed at http://www.silestoneusa.com/news/extremeMakeoverHomeEdition.cfm. 
The Tripp family was nominated by several parents, whose children have been helped by The Fishing School and the school minister.  Nikema “Tripp”, 31, and Tamara, 30, have assumed responsibility for a bus ministry that Tripp’s father initiated for the Woodlawn Baptist Church more than 30 years ago, hoping to make his rough neighborhood a better place.  Tripp, an electrician, and Tamara, a teacher’s aide, serve as bus captain and project coordinator, respectively, for about 40 kids each week and more than 90 children on holidays who board the “Big Blue Bus” for fun and safe activities.  They often serve as mentors for many of these children who need a sympathetic ear from a caring adult outside their own home. Since their church cannot afford to fund the youth activities available through the Big Blue Bus, the Tripps pick up the tab themselves.  And, given the modest salaries that they earn from their full-time jobs, Tripp and Tamara have had little funds left to repair what was a small, crumbling home.  The modest 900 square-foot home that they shared with sons Micah, 5, Ethan, 3, and Aaden, 9 months had only two bedrooms and one bathroom. 

The Fishing School was started more than 25 years ago by retired police officer Lewis with a $1,000 loan from his wife.  The Fishing School is a nationally recognized youth development organization that provides children and families with academic and parental support through two community-based centers located in Wards 6 and 7 in Washington, D.C.   The philosophy of The Fishing School is inspired by the adage, “If you give a man a fish, you will feed him for a day. Teach him how to fish, and he will feed himself for a lifetime.”  The Fishing School’s after school and summer programs have helped over 2,500 students.
“Extreme Makeover: Home Edition has afforded us a wonderful opportunity to help the Tripp family and The Fishing School.  Silestone countertop surfacing is durable with minimal maintenance required.  Making them perfect for both the Tripp family and The Fishing School,” remarked Lorenzo Marquez, vice president of marketing for Cosentino North America, which is headquartered in Houston, Texas.
The design team for this episode of Extreme Makeover: Home Edition has been led by Ty Pennington and designers Ed Sanders, Tracy Hutson and Paul DiMeo, local builders Burch Builders Group and G&M Contracting Inc., countertop surface provider Silestone, countertop fabricator and installer Counter Intelligence http://www.ciacounters.com/ and community volunteers.  
Silestone quartz is known for offering a cleaner and safer surface and for its built-in antimicrobial protection, GREENGUARD certification for clean air quality and National Sanitation Foundation certification for food preparation. Silestone quartz also comes with a 15-year limited manufacturer’s warranty.
The Emmy award winning reality program Extreme Makeover: Home Edition, now in its 7th season, is produced by Endemol USA, a division of Endemol Holding. David Goldberg is chairman of Endemol North America. The show’s executive producer is Anthony Dominici and it airs Sundays from on ABC 8 to 9 p.m. EST.
For photography, see www.abcmedianet.com or call the photo hotline at 818/460-6611.

# # #
About Cosentino®
Cosentino®, a global natural stone manufacturer, began harvesting precious stones from the finest quarries in Europe close to a century ago. The Spanish company currently distributes material in more than 80 countries. With 11 manufacturing lines, Cosentino is the largest manufacturer of natural quartz surfaces in the world. The company covers the entire process of producing natural stone products including quarrying, manufacturing, fabricating and installing surfaces, such as kitchen and bathroom countertops, wall cladding and many other applications. In 2008, Cosentino received ISO 14001 Certification for its environmental management, measurement, evaluation, and auditing practices.  Cosentino North America was established in 1998 to distribute and market Silestone® natural quartz surfaces in the US, Canada and Mexico. The Cosentino North America family of brands include: Silestone Natural Quartz with built-in Microban® protection; ECO by Cosentino™, an eco-friendly line of surface material made of 75% recycled post-consumer and post-industrial content; SenSa® Granite with SenGuard® offering a 15-year warranty against staining; Scalea Natural Stone, which includes marble, travertine and soapstone; Marlique™ Marble, enhanced marble for vanities; MURO™ Mosaics, pre-meshed tiles made with recycled Silestone; and the Prexury™ Collection, a semi-precious stone line handmade by expert craftsmen. For more information visit www.cosentinona.com.
