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Fact Sheet: Cosentino® Corporate Social Responsibility
Overview

Cosentino is committed to respecting the environment in all stages of production, from extraction through fabrication and distribution to installation. Cosentino invests in environmental technologies that preserve and improve its direct surroundings.

Cosentino Principles of Action
Cosentino’s dedication to sustainability goes beyond its commitment to comply with environmental regulations by focusing on continually improving its processes and products using the Quality and Environmental Management Systems tool. Specifically, Cosentino is committed to: 
· Conserving resources and promoting energy efficiency
· Reducing and preventing any negative impact to the environment
· Developing educational employee programs regarding environmental protection 

Innovative Environmental Practices
Cosentino reinvests a percentage of its yearly income in innovative environmental and conservation practices, including:

· Minimizing dust emissions in all phases of production 
· Purifying 99 percent of the Volatile Organic Compound (VOCs) factory emissions 

· Optimizing water usage through water reclamation processes that allows the company to use 98 percent recycled water in production processes 

· Utilizing modern settlings and filtration systems 
· Pursuing quarry restoration 
· Optimizing rubble generation and natural erosion control
· Generating new vegetation and the propagation of native species surrounding quarries
· Contributing to the well-being and safety of employees 
Silestone® Production 
The Silestone manufacturing process is constantly being improved with a focus on environmental-friendly measures, including the following:
· Using natural ecologic solvent in the production of Silestone avoiding emissions into the environment, improving working conditions and minimizing residues 

· Developing and manufacturing colors with post-consumer recycled glass, including Silestone Dali, Coffee Brown, Absolute Green and the Silestone Stellar Series
· Producing Silestone MURO backsplashes using 100 percent closed loop recycling material, reducing waste from the fabrication process
Silestone is certified by the National Sanitation Foundation and GREENGUARD Environmental Institute.
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Commercial LEED 

Building teams can gain points toward LEED certification from the U.S. Green Building Council for a building project that utilizes Silestone natural quartz surfacing. Builders can earn a total of four points for installation of Silestone countertops due to the following components: 
· Recycled Content: 10 percent (post-consumer + 1/2 pre-consumer) = 1 point

· Several Silestone colors have a minimum of 35 percent post consumer recycled content 

· Coffee Brown, Absolute Green and the six colors in the Stellar Series contain 35 percent post-consumer recycled glass content

· The color “Dali” is composed of more than 70 percent post-consumer recycled glass

· Recycled Content: 20 percent (post-consumer + 1/2 pre-consumer)  = 1 point

· In several Silestone colors there is a minimum of 35 percent post-consumer recycled content

· Coffee Brown, Absolute Green and the six colors in the Stellar Series contain 35 percent post consumer recycled glass content

· The color “Dali” is composed of more than 70 percent post-consumer recycled glass

· Regional Materials: 20 percent extracted, processed and manufactured regionally  = 1 point

· Silestone countertops are fabricated regionally within 500 miles of a project

· Emitting Materials: Adhesives and Sealants = 1 point

· Silestone installers use DAP caulk with Microban® antimicrobial product protection, a low-emitting adhesive and sealant for countertop installations
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